Shoes for Yom Tov! Meat for Yom Tov! Joy for Yom Tov!
Forty Two Thousand Children Rejoice at
Massive Mesamche Lev Shoe Distribution

Biy: Frimet Blum

sciement ran high
o Kikar HaShabbos

in  Yemshalaying, as
tens of themeamds of Jews
fmom acrmsxs Erelr Yisnoel
strcamed 10 Mesamche Lev's
missive Pesach distribution
tenl o reccive new  shocs,
matres, wine, meat, fish, and
other Pesach pecessities, The
distibition  was  oolossal,
awl oifered participants aml
passerby A ghmpse of what
Kilfebvents gatlivos might  book
like.

Anhiler=im, .‘:r.'plll.l.lrr.l'im.
C hasxiifing, Firvaks,
Yerushatinim, Yemenites,

Ethiopians. Anserican o,
aml others converged on the
tent i gookd spinits o accept
Mesamche Lev's magnificent
offerings in hosor of the
upcoming  chag. Recipients
recelved o besmiful new pair
of shoes fior each child, and a
cosirsideralde amsmt of food,
including munreos, wine, me,
fish, amd grocery coupons.

The distnbution couseéd
grent joy amongst the poor.

“You see my children™
ofe  Yemenite woman said,
geduring o the six livle ones
surmonneding  her  shopping
cam. “They haven't 1msted
meat in months, But on the
churg, wie will ent mear! We
will have fish! We will wear
new shoes! | can’t tell you
what this means o us.” Her
sentiments were echoed over
ansd over again by the many,
many people who sought oul
the organizers =0 that they
could thank them for their
assIstinee.

The amount of nssistance
distrbaed a1 the  weeks-
long event i mind boggling,
Mesamche Lev gave away
42 N} pairs of shoes, 60K
pounds of sezah, 250000
pounds of meal, poualtry, amd
fish, and vver a hall millson
dillars in grocery  coupons
amnl cash. The distributon
renched over | 20000 famiiles,
I|.1b||i.r|||.r_ ower [I0DUNK] meen,
women, and children: and
including 477 widows amd
240 gwphans. The Pesach
project eost the orpanization
over %I million dollars,
wholesale. The retail value of
the distribution was closs o
%5 million,

Ihis }trhl‘"l idratribisan

was pamicularly  significant
becauseihe organizers mitkally
thought that they wouldn®t be
able v make i, due i the
wiorsening economy. Pt the
recession  nobwilhstanding,
they contimeed  their  thiny
nine year tradition of belpmg
the paar in this massive way,
In odditbon, Mesamche Lev
responded o a inensendous
need, and expanded s
operatbons o help fomilies o
Mew York.

The success of this yoor's
vendure s fargely  due
genmerous Jews who put fhelr
money  in foedakok - the
only  secwie  anvestosenl
these  vedntile  times.  The
oeganizatéon  was also ahle
fo procune large loans, amd
strelch dollars in other wiys,

Mesamche Lev distribules
high qualay shoes, hecanse
we believe tht the poor
dieserve the best. Thas yoar, we
wizre able to get current shaes
from the best  companies.
They'ne the same shocs that
retazl in Mew York for 575 w
579, This faci was not lost on
the redipients,

“You could 1wl it people’s
laces,” ome volunieer smid.
“Their eves it up whon they
saw the shoes.”™ Omne linke oy
held vp his precious oblong
box, and shouwied in glee 1o his

. evervthing is
done with people’s
dignity in mind.
The Yom Tov
distribution weas
the culmination
of months of
concerted effort

neighbor, who was stnding
luriher dovwn the ling, ke
i mnefayion olulnafripe!
Noglovim vosime! = 1 have
[[=4 I1'IH'.‘!¢- :‘:IL‘E h}HIH.‘I IIII
mother coldn’t keep  her
wears back. “Ie's the first time
he gol mow shocs that oome
im a box she saml. “We
wsaally buy spndals from an
Arab street vendor. He wore
sundals all wimer” IF the
IhnuEhL al wi,-.:.rinp wmmlalx
n the snevw seems harsh,
thin wios not the wors) cose

Mesamehe Lev encounicred.

Judging by the shoes peoaple
ledt haehind, the new choes [l
& desperate nead.

“Look ut this,” a volunteer
sanicd, helding up a once-white
canvias smeaker with a three
inch hole in the e, “Aml
this" = m shoe with a Azpping,
rppad =ole. “And this" — a
worn ol ancient baby s shoe
with missing laces. “People
sty wore these here,” Ome
hax 1o wonder at the degree o
poverty that forces people to
wear such poor escuses for
shoiss, And one has o imagine
the joy that infuses Tamilies
that suddenly have mew shoes

fiar every chibd aid adult
"We are treated
like honored paying
clients”

But  there's momre o

Mesamche Lev thon  great
shows and Pesach food, The
way Uhey do things iakes
away ithe pain of accepiing
chanty. ‘The organization,
the service, the selection:
everything is  done  with
people’s dignity i mind. The
Yom Tov dissributhon was
the culmination of momhs of

conceried effor.
Several manihs g,
recipient  families,  whao

were mefermed to Mesamiche
Lev by rabbomim, received
an application in the mnal
requesting information aboit
their meeds, The application
:iﬂl.']l]lJl.‘l]. o !!El:lll.m HHLIIIF{
families 1o s the <hise sizes
aml preference for Shabbos
or weckday shoes, for every
child i the family, Another
section asked for the family’s
mial pned fish prefenendes,

Families were then mailed
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BN W FLABE] JTAIMAS ALRCENAT

Haray Pinchos Brousr, formaer Rav of Agudah of Fliatbush. companng a

i & rgw shoes [0 Fes old ones:

Fit i parfection, A hapgry cheld gets rew shioes.

iy their shoes and  food
The appointments  wene
ﬂ;l.gl_ll_'l'l.'il_ wi  Ehad ;|[II~.'|||[:11
forty fwo ihodisand children
were served, there was no
rrl.m:.l:rlz! Chowe  fov dws
himglred  wolunteers h:-]pml
Tninatlies closose miwd bt theni
alioscs, il pock gy theti ouxd
“orders”.  Families  pod 0
ioken 20 NIS (35,000 for the
sliocs, w0 thil they felt thal
'Iihf':n-' WETE |‘!|I.II"I.'TI-']'|.II'I].: them.

“The volumiesrs  wepe
s palienl and helplul. My
iwelve year odd dmeghier was
beeing picky, and o voluntesr
kept  showving  lser  niore
shoes, |6 was Better than o
megulir shoe store, We werg
treated like honored paying
cuslners, suid one wiman

Yom Tov in a Box

The shose “sale™ was only the
first stage of the distribiftaon
Days afler @ was over,
Mewmimehe Lev's “cliends™
cime back o the went for the
second stage of the olerlubed

the PFesach Tood distribution
The people were  amoced
agoin. The entire fleml i
filled to the bram with onarzos.
L tremncmdous 2L
was filled with thousands of
Isomes of Kl.m]l,:lu'l'_..'u'\. mmzah.
an  ewcepbionally  mrefurdier
G .h.'l.'l"l"ll..lhlf‘ 10 Eved
the mwst stringent Famalies
Amolhicr  scclon comibuancd
over Four thowsancd coses of lop
gpuealiny wine, packoged with
imemendous  thought.  Each
cise contmined fen botiles of
grape quige and itwo bobiles
of wing, so thot families hkave
wing for the requisite Arba
Koena, amd the grape _|I.Ii|:.|:'
et Families prefer, for the
rest of Yo Tow,

“Lhents™ then proceeded jo
Mesanshe Lev s " CHox Sawer
Vidagin ™ shope a nondeseripl
storefmont; o pick wp ther
meat and sk, Am::-':n:;'l:,.'. the
meat and fish was prepackaged
and nmumbered, s tha
wihen  fumilies  preseniexd
their magnetic cards, they
received the packape prepared
especially For tiein

For many yeurs. tee “(fos
Basar Yedagim™ shop was
apcn only before Yom Tow,
wihen card-carmying members
of Mesamche Loy wisieeel 1o
pick up their ree menl o
fish. Recently, loawever, in
res e i t e g neeid,
thia Sl Lwl:u,'u,l figll Eerme
It offers meat, pouliry, il
lish @t el price = a [ W]
Miesamsche Lov's widows
and poor families, Mesanwhe
Lev "meemibern” can alsos
supplement theie Yom oy
[!Cu.'l-:uﬂ'mn Al Ol pfiu:.

Like the shoe distrilnsion,
the food dismbution wis
extremely  oeganized,  with
fimilics  picking  p  thear
peickmges wi their pre-urmngesd

appointment tmes. Although
o massive amount of food
changed hands, there  was
nie ontusion and erowading.
il much less hassle (han
e would expenence o a
n";;lll.':r e helore Yo
T qu.:lllr:'n[:. were Biealed
with nlmediiie cluginty
Sevieral |'u.'||-|||!|.' hlulghl il the
prganisers, w0 hank tem.

=1 faven’t derved  meal
since Sublo” ong woman
smid, “l con't believe 'm
pctunlly  olding  mesl, and
s mine.” Another womun
gl 5 veldunteer thing hisr hiose
was lotadly eniply. She held
up the procery coupons she
hadd received. Yo shink phis
i pagher ™ sl said, s s
il ddfel™

Yuechok 1, o wiower
with mifé chibdred, ook lime

Although
Mesamche Lev
was founded
specifically to
help the poor of
Eretz Yisroel, this
year, for the first
time, it began to
serve iis home
communiry in
New York.

from his busy Erev' Yom Tow
scledule fo pen has thanks.

“I have mine children. The
odidest Is twelve. My wife
passed away afier the himh
of our implets,” he writes. ~1
cannot tell you what  vour
EASMNGE  méans 1o omeé
Tharsks 1o Mesumehe Lev, my
chaldren have besubifel mew
shiwes, and wie hivwe gv ur:rllmlg
wie need Tor Yoo Tov.”

Mesamche Lev's
chisintsron was a tremengloais
Kiddiish Fiasheiw. MNews ol
the tremendous  distribution
spread  peross e conmiry,
with peaple iraveling in from
Boer Brak, Beime, Ruamol,
Beis  Shemesh, Rochowol,
aml beyond, W paricpate
Adthough Mesamche Lov was
fowmded specifically to help
the poor of Eretz Yisresl, this
year, for the first time, it began
i serve s home community
in Mew York,

“l wax geiting calls from
people who kinow me, peophe
wiho  supporied  Mesamolw

I couldn™ sav ‘'™, snys
Rabbi Axhkenaz,

In respoise o e .|.|'||1-;|Ib.
| |'||_'||'I_ Mesnimche Lev solld
terts of thowsands of pounds
uf muataah o fhe poor i New
Yook (or S0 n Fu1|||"|4,! hall
price. The organizanon also
disinbaited lens of thousunds
of derliars in eash assiseanse i
Mew York families.

“Mlosl  peevkion mgree that
aatvel  Eretz  Yismoel  are
comskdened aidved drofe — the
posor of your cily, wio musl be
helped lirst.” Rabdn Ashkenme
says, “Hut now donors can
resl msured that they are
Higrudly helping anfyel frel,
anel r'ni!illl.np their  kfowchn
o " PEscha 11|'H1-_t.11:i||r'h in e
best way possible, acconding
byl expimaons

Mesanclie L& s
Sfonnded in 1971 by Habbi
Falman Avhkenaz vhilita. It
:|.rn1."|.ll.|lmu.m|:.f:|. ufpfmr}rn
in Eretz Yivroel, including
the sick, lorge familics, beeil
Tovad, cord beefer fesharvaf.
Tlve owrgernization (v especially
semsifive o the  necds of
widhows  and  orphives, who
receive moatily shipemds and
atheer assisfaece. Mesaprclie
Lév puravides for the nmeeds
af the poor, and helps e
AREFTY 1 _[,I" Hreir eleildren, fi]
miedical expenses, and feod
their children. They also have
speciial Jmﬁ.lﬂulu' artrib et
several  Hmes  each year.
The Pezach digfribalion i3
Mesamehe  Levs  larpest
prafeet. Thin vear, Mezamelie
Lev expanded ity aperations
to dmelude the posr (n New
Yark Ciy.

The izedokeh v griven
with true ahavas Yisroel and
mesirax  nefesh, Mesamehe
Lev does mot turn anyone
awiry, [t & a true sign of
sijati dishomaya Mt they are
able foe confinge their avodat
fakodiésh.

Mesamcle Lev (3 recagnited
aird  endarsed by rabbosim
aind  pedalei Yiveoel  frow
Fvery  wechar  af  firthodox
Jewry. The ralbaiiim wrpe
the eormmindly fa sippart this
Inly organization s work, Yan
e bearn mare, view pclires
af  the distribution, and
make vour kimeha J Plischa
eoniribution ol mesamcheley.
arg. v, mail vouwr dimation
to Mespmehe Levy 1426 57
Strect; Brooklyn NY 11219,
For more  informarion,
please call 7I8-387-6044; or

Lev lor vwenty, tany vears.  far T8 387-6088,
They wamied 1o know il we Please wisit our website
could help them mike Yom g mesunrchelevorg
Tow. | felt it wax howa oy
st et | ey are enilved drei.
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